


thin, perhaps a bit dull; possibly both. 
Fortunately the author went far afield 
from the merely physical contact with 
nature; he carried in his camping bus a 
treasury of long hoarded thoughts about 
nature, men and human behavior, and 
made the winter beaches catalyze it. The 
result is a book of extraordinary philo- 
sophical truth and charm; quite the best 
piece of writing and thinking that has 
fallen to this reviewer in many a year. 
Nobody can predict whether any book 
will “live” or not. This one has the strong 
suggestion of durability. 

There will be an inevitable comparison 
with Thoreau, and it will not be to Og- 
burn’s disadvantage. But the fact is that, 
aside from his acute visual and other 
sensuous perception and a stoutly inde- 
pendent spirit, there is not much likeness 
between these two naturalists and philos- 
ophers. Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic 
description-by-negation of Thoreau comes 
to mind: “He was not easy, not ample, 
not urbane”. Precisely, then, this visitor 
to the winter beach has ease, amplitude, 
and urbanity. Consider just the visit 
Ogburn made to Provincetown on Cape 
Cod, in the out-of-season, when most of 
the tourist traps were shuttered dismal 
dumps, their gone-to-Florida hucksters 
awaiting the return of the sun and a new 
crop of the naive. Thoreau would have 
fled the scene as though it were small- 
pox. The sound of the juke-box from 
the nearby drugstore would have made 
him ill. Not so with Ogburn. He does 
not like these devices, but he will not 
rage. He prefers Nauset sands: even 
though a snowstorm descends he will re- 
treat to his bus and ruminate tranquilly. 

You know what this author is about 
when you read, early in his book, a 
quotation from old Sir Thomas Browne. 
It is the key to the book, really. 

“The Wisdome of God receives small 

honour from those vulgar Heads that 


rudely stare about, and with a gross 

rusticity admire His works: those highly 

magnifie Him whose judicious inquiry 
into His acts, and deliberate research into 

His Creatures, returne the duty of a de- 

vout and learned admiration”. 

Sir Thomas, by “vulgar Heads”, was not 
referring to morons or clowns; he had 
reference to a majority of people who 
are content to use the outward eye and 
go no farther. It is the frailty of those 
who are discussing Beauty, currently, as 
though the esthetics were all and suff- 
cient. Beauty as apprehended by the 
senses is primary and important, as the 
alphabet is to communication; but the 
greater beauties lie behind. Ogburn seeks 
these, and projects them in skillful 
writing. 

He has a quarrel with God, so sincere 
that God would probably not object, 
about what so generous a spirit as Albert 
Schweitzer called “the incomprehensible 
horror of existence”, unearned sufferings 
of the human being and the stark and 
merciless feeding of life upon life. In- 
deed, he has. a dialogue with God (or 
Zeus) concerning this point, in which 
Ogburn does not get the better of it, 
but at least handles his case like a good 
attorney. It is the story of Job in another 
form. Why can the wicked prosper, and 
the good man be anhungered? You can- 
not win; you can only await enlighten- 
ment at some future time. 

If you wish to make the acquaintance 
of a salty, ripe and entertaining intelli- 
gence, this volume is your opportunity. 

—Freeman Tilden 
Geotocy ItLustratep. By John S. Shel- 
ton. W. H. Freeman & Co., 660 Market 
Street, San Francisco, California 94104. 
1966. 434 pages, profusely illustrated. 
$10.00. 

Among the torrents of books currently 
pouring from our publishers, a small 
number of publications has its roots 
either in general geology or in one of its 


facets—mineralogy, for example. Not con- 
sidering textbooks, this small percentage 
easily divides into two categories: the 
picture book, frankly keyed to the at- 
traction of color and the less gaudy but 
ordinarily more substantial work aimed 
at the American already possessed of a 
curiosity toward natural history; that per- 
son who might want a more detailed ac- 
quaintance with the life story of at least 
the outer part of his rocky space-plat- 
form—the way in which it has been built, 
destroyed and rebuilt endlessly. 

John S. Shelton has taken aim at this 
small audience with Geology Illustrated, 
and in so doing has gathered between 
two covers the finest selection of black- 
and-white aerial geological photographs 
that has ever appeared, to the knowledge 
of the reviewer; aerial views are, for the 
most part, the result of the author’s own 
skill with the camera. It might be worth 
pointing out here that Geology Illustrated 
is a work that could have been completely 
destroyed by the use of color. 

Shelton has clothed the photography 
with a text done in good, plain English 
keyed closely to the pictures, which were 
printed, as was the text, by the photo- 
offset method. Bookstock used for the in- 
terior has done nothing to flatter the 
razor-sharp quality of the original prints; 
one need only compare interior halftone 
work with the Arizona Meteor Crater 
photograph on the slick-paper bookjacket 
to understand the extent of affront to the 
author’s camera work, as well as to that 
of other contributors. 

The author presents a perhaps uncon- 
scious argument for protection of the re- 
maining unflooded reaches of the Grand 
Canyon of the Colorado River: he devotes 
not less than 40 pages of text and pic- 
ture to an analysis of the geologic history 
of the rocks exposed in that natural- 
history treasurehouse. 


—P.M.T. 
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